
Rock Island County, Illinois.  (October 1, 2013) –– Proposed Illinois House Bill 3682  
 
As Rock Island County Board Member, District 22, I do not favor State Representative Pat 
Verschoore’s House Bill 3682 as it silences the voter’s voice and their right to make decisions in 
Rock Island County on the future of our courthouse-- a right they currently have in the direction of 
indebtedness for building or renovating a courthouse.

I support the Rock Island County Board formed an ad hoc committee to investigate a court house and 
county building needs study which is currently summarizing the consultant’s findings.

I wish to bring this information to the voters so that they can vote in a referendum on a finite project to 
address the need for appropriate court facilities that meet the needs of our court system.

Currently for counties under 300,000 population, a referendum is required obtain funds to construct, 
reconstruct or remodel a courthouse   The proposed legislation attempts to amend the Counties 
Code allowing the county incur indebtedness for the reconstruction and remodeling of an existing 
courthouse or the construction of a new courthouse.

If this bill passes, the only voice the voters would have in building a new or renovating our courthouse 
in Rock Island County would be to circulate a petition for a back door referendum to stop it.

As an elected official, I pledge to continue listening and respecting the will of the people.
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